
 
A Brief Study of "Hear" in the New Testament 

 
As in the Old Testament, hearing is the primary New Testament activity commanded 

in the light of and in response to the revelation of God.  This is necessarily so because word 
is the predominant vehicle for God’s Self-disclosure to his people.   
 In the New Testament, the major word for hear is the verb akouō which means I hear.    
Like its Old Testament counterpart, shema, this verb is also loaded with a wide and rich 
semantic variety.  In its fundamental application, its meaning is to receive information 
through the auditory process.  For example, of the Lord Jesus in his fulfillment of the 
Isaianic prophecy of God’s Servant, it is said that “He will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will 
anyone hear his voice in the streets; ..” Mt 12:19.  What is heard is none other than the 
spoken word.  Thus, at the end of his Sermon on the Mount, our Lord states, “"Everyone 
then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock.”  Mt 7:24.  
 Sometimes the verb hear is directly rendered listen in the English translations.  We 
find this occurrence in the Wise Men’s response to King Herod’s devious command for them 
to inform him of the baby King’s location that he might worship him.  There, the Scripture 
states that they proceeded on their way “After listening to the king, ..” Mt 2:9.  Listening is a 
participial form of the verb akuoō. 
 At other times, the verb to hear is used in contexts requiring our supplying the 
meaning listen.  For example, when the Scripture records that the Queen of Sheba “.. came 
from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, ..” 12:42, it clearly denotes her 
diligent attendance upon Solomon’s words rather than a simple and rudimentary hearing.  
This contention is amply supported by the original record of her visit which states that upon 
hearing [that is, learning of or being made aware of] “Solomon’s fame concerning the name 
of the LORD, she came to test him with hard questions.”  She told Solomon “all that was on 
her mind.” and he soundly “answered all her questions.”  In so doing, he fully confirmed the 
reality of the extraordinarily vast dimension of his wisdom.  So overwhelmed was she by this 
experience that she joyfully exclaimed, “"The report was true that I heard in my own land of 
your words and of your wisdom, but I did not believe the reports until I came and my own 
eyes had seen it. And behold, the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity surpass 
the report that I heard.”  1 Ki 10:1-4, 6-7.  Clearly the Queen of Sheba did more than hear 
the words of the King; clearly she listened very intent as she was instructed by him.   
 On some occasions, hear carries the meaning heed which denotes paying keen 
attention to and obeying.  For example, in Jesus’ stern warning against unfruitfulness in 
ministry, a condition he describes as salt losing its savor, he states, “He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear."”  Lk 14:35.  Here, the first occurrence of hear plainly refers to the normal 
auditory act; however the second demands a more involved understanding.  There, the 
meaning is for Jesus’ hearers to heed his warning by preventing this terminal condition from 
overtaking them.  It is an admonition that must be spiritually understood and obeyed on 
account of the irreversibility of “un-saltiness.”  As salt cannot recover its lost savor and is of 
no use “either for the soil or for the manure pile” and has to be “thrown away”, so it is with 
the professing believer who has become useless and ineffective.  He has entered into a 
state of radical spiritual degeneracy, that is to say, apostasy, and having turned away from 
the faith that he once professed, cannot be restored.  Recall Heb 6:4-6. 
  


